In S2 you are currently learning about the Rainforest – Try this task about people who live in the rainforest…
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You  have spent 2 months living with the Kayapo

Write a letter to a friend telling them about your

trip and what it is like living as a Kayapo.

Include:

Food , Hunting, Fishing, Homes,

Transport, Clothes, Medicine etc.
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Housing
Here is a picture of a MALOCA.  This is the name for the type of house rainforest people live in.
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It doesn’t get cold in the rainforest so they do not need walls to keep the ‘house’ warm.  To build the maloca, all they need is some poles (from tree trunks) and to make a thatched roof.  There is a lot of rain in the rainforest, so the roof has to be built well so that it doesn’t leak!  

Some of the tribes do build walls to their maloca, using mud, palm leaves and clay.
A maloca does not have different room, its just one big room which everyone shares.  

Hammocks or sleeping mats are used for beds.
Malocas are often build in a circle so that lots of families can live close to each other.  Some tribes build communial houses and lots of families live together.

Food
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People in the rainforest survive because they find all their food within the rainforest.  There are many ways that they use to find food. 
To cook the food – they build a fire or make their own stove!  This is done with wood from the forest.

Clothes and Customs
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The clothing that rainforest people wear is very simple.  The men and boys wear loin cloths and the women and girls wear skirts.

Many rainforest people also wear BODY PAINT.  They use special colours and patterns to show important stages in their lives.  On special occasions, body paint, feathers and head-dresses are also worn.
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In some areas of the rainforest, Western people have brought in clothes which the people of the rainforest wear.  This includes jeans, t-shirts like what we would wear!
Transport
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The rainforest is far too thick to travel on roads like we do.  Their only roads are trampled clearing in the forest, made into sandy paths.  The roads are only big enough for people to walk along – not for cars.  So, one important method of transport in the rainforest is simply by foot.
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As well as by foot, people often travel around the rainforests by river, using a canoe.  The canoes are hand made, out of a tree trunk and can be very long.  They can fit up to 12 people in them – that’s if they can find a big enough tree!

Medicine 
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Approximately half the world’s plant and animal species are found in the rainforest.  At the moment, 121 prescription drugs sold worldwide come from rainforest plants.  There are potentially 1000’s of drugs in the rainforest – as only 1% of the plants have been tested.  


Over 3000 plants have been found that contain anti-cancer properties.  If there is a cure for cancer or AIDS scientists think it will be found in the rainforest.  

Rainforest people have a huge knowledge on the different plant species in the rainforest and how these can be used as medicines.  There are certain members of a rainforest tribe that have the job of the ‘medicine man’.  Each time a ‘medicine man’ dies, all the knowledge is lost and it is as if a library has burned down!

Lifestyle

People of the rainforest are nomads (they don’t stay in the same place permanently).  Every 3 or 4 years, they leave their homes and land and move to a new piece of land.  Clearing the rainforest is called ‘slash and burn’.  Vegetation is cut down and then burned.  This gives hem space to build a new house (maloca) and farm on the land.  This type of farming is called SHIFTING CULTIVATION. 

The people of the rainforest live a subsistence way of life (they only grow enough food to survive).  They do not grow any extra crops or try to sell any for money.


Read through the information on the next few pages to help you to write your letter! Or you could do your own extra research!





Hunting for meat





Spears and arrows are used hunt and kill animals and fish.  Poison from the manioc or from Poison Arrow Frogs can be used on the end of the spears.  They spend hours hunting and often have to climb the trees up to the canopy layer to shoot animals.





They hunt and eat:


*Tapir				*Alligator


*Sloth				*Monkey


*Many types of birds





Growing Crops


A lot of food can be gathered from the trees and plants in the rainforest.  Fruits and vegetables can be grown on the land, eg bananas.  The main crop grown is Manioc. Manioc can be used to make into bread.  First, all the poison has to be squeezed out of it….if not, it could kill them!
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